Draft

Partnership Guidelines

For the

Rhode Island Climate Change Education Program

The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process proposes to engage with partners in the business community to implement a statewide education, advocacy and outreach program to raise Rhode Islanders awareness of climate change and efforts underway to address the problem and to encourage consumers to take actions to reduce their own greenhouse gas emissions.

Members of the Stakeholder Process will seek corporate partners that meet all of the following criteria:

· Have publicly committed to practicing a corporate-wide environmentally responsible ethic and to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Companies who are members of EPA’s Climate Leaders Program, CERES or who are ISO 14000 certified and who meet the remainder of the guidelines are automatically eligible. The Outreach and Education Working Group, appointed by the Stakeholders, will review all other companies and make recommendations of eligibility to the Stakeholders. 

· Do not represent a political party or candidate running for public office or are not a candidate for public office.

· Have not been convicted of crimes related to environmental matters in the last 5 years and who do not have unresolved environmental violations pending before the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management or the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

· Are not participants in any legal actions against the State of Rhode Island for environmental-related matters.

The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Group reserves the right to reject any partnership for any reason.
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